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Lent 1C – Luke 4: 1-13 

 I’m not sure how many of you here this morning are into fantasy or science fiction, but 

even if you aren’t, it is likely that you are at least familiar with how many of the story lines go.  

Many of them have the classic good versus evil theme…..the champion of the good does some 

sort of battle with the champion of the evil, which has the potential for a gripping and 

entertaining story.  Take for instance “The Lord of the Rings.”  Here is a story that certainly fits 

that pattern.  There is one ring in the story that has great power…..a ring that the good side tries 

to destroy because it corrupts people.  The evil side wants to have it as well so that it can be used 

to further its own nasty purposes.  While both the good side and the evil side fight to acquire the 

one ring of power with great armies fighting great battles, a couple of small, unassuming, regular 

people slip through all of this mayhem.  Certainly nobody was expecting these ordinary hobbits 

to be the bearers of such great power…..but in the end, it was they who were the great heroes of 

the day as they destroyed the ring of power and delivered the land from evil.    

 In similar fashion, we have the good versus evil theme going on in our gospel reading.  

At this early stage in Luke’s gospel, Jesus’ public ministry has not yet begun.  Yes, he has been 

introduced in his baptism, where he is identified as the Son of God, but as of the fourth chapter 

of Luke, however, we still don’t really know what this means.  We are very much waiting to see 

who and what Jesus actually is.  Jews living in the first century largely expected the Messiah to 

be some sort of great military figure, capable of breaking the bonds of Roman rule and delivering 

the people to a new life.  Readers living in those days would have wondered whether Jesus 

would be that sort of figure.         

 The first thing Luke mentions is that Jesus is “full of the Holy Spirit”, a phrase repeated 

immediately after the temptation in verse 14.  The purpose of this statement is clear…..what Jesus 
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does in the wilderness is not simply aimless wandering.  Rather, his path is directed by the 

Spirit.  His wilderness time has a divine purpose, and even an encounter with the devil himself 

should not cause us to wonder whether Jesus has somehow strayed beyond his chosen 

path.  Everything that happens during those 40 days, (and afterwards), is to be seen as a divine series 

of events through which God’s purpose is unfolding.      

 Jesus is of course tempted by the devil three times…..the first of which occurring at the 

height of Jesus’ hunger.  He is tempted to feed himself providing bread by some usage of God’s 

power.  The devil’s request to turn stones into bread recalls incidents during the Israelites’ 

wilderness wandering in which God through Moses provided food for a hungry people.  Though 

much of Jesus’ ministry is prophetic in nature, it is clear that he is not simply re-doing what the 

prophets of old did.  He has come to do a new thing.  He denies the devil’s request simply by 

saying, “One does not live by bread alone,” a suggestion that Jesus’ ultimate purpose is not mere 

physical sustenance, but a spiritual one.  And so, Jesus uses scripture to resist temptation for the 

first time.              

 The second temptation comes in the form of an offer to receive power over all the nations 

of the earth.  It might be said that Jesus is being tempted to fulfill the traditional role of a king 

here, assuming authority over all the people of the world.  This offer carries with it connotations 

of possession, however, as the devil tells Jesus that “it will all be yours”.  Jesus, however, will 

make it clear in the events of his ministry that his authority is not one of possession, for the Son 

of God, authority rests in his self-giving service and sacrifice rather than in the assumption of 

political power.  Jesus says in reply to the devil, “worship the Lord your God and serve only 

him.” And so, Jesus uses scripture to resist temptation for the second time.     

 And then comes the third temptation…..for me and for many others, the most interesting 

temptation.  Why is it the most interesting one?  Because for this temptation, the devil quotes 



3 
 

scripture to Jesus.  From the highest point of the temple the devil tells Jesus to throw himself 

down, and if he is the son of God then the angels will protect him.  “He will command his angels 

concerning you to protect you; and on their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 

your foot against a stone.”  The craftiness of the devil is demonstrated here because what harm 

could Jesus possibly do if he fulfilled scripture?  What could be the harm in performing a miracle 

so that people will come to believe?  The point here however is that rather than perform some 

miraculous public relations stunt by which God’s power would be on display for all to see and 

believe, Jesus will come to exhibit God’s power in an entirely different way…..through 

weakness, suffering, and death.  And Jesus refuses this final temptation as he says, “do not put 

the Lord your God to the test.”  And so, Jesus uses scripture to resist temptation for the third 

time.              

 Yes, the devil certainly is crafty…..because all of these temptations seem to be a good 

thing on the surface.  What is wrong with feeding yourself when you are hungry?  What is wrong 

with having things for yourself?  What is wrong with checking to see if God’s word is 

trustworthy?  Perhaps this raises questions about the things by which we ourselves are 

tempted….. that the temptations against which we fail are ultimately the ones that seem at face 

value to be good or beneficial.  Something to think about for sure.      

 Do the three temptations of Jesus in the wilderness remind you of something else from 

scripture?  Does it remind you at all of the Fall, where the crafty serpent tricked Eve then Adam 

into eating the forbidden fruit?  Here we have at the beginning of Biblical history a story of 

temptation in which tempted humanity fails.  It is a moment in which the relationship between 

the Creator and humanity is damaged by the sinfulness of human beings.  The Fall is a tragic 

story of broken relationship.  After the Fall, God and humankind are no longer in right 
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relationship with each other.         

 The good news for us here today is that Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness is to be seen 

as a kind of ‘reset’ button.  In Jesus Christ, humanity will be rescued from its fallen condition, 

and right relationship with the Creator will be restored.  Jesus, the ‘second Adam’, repeats a 

face-to-face encounter with the devil, but this time humanity resists.  That which has been 

broken now has the promise of restoration.  Luke wants us to understand that Jesus represents 

not only the fullness of reconciled humanity, but the fullness of God’s relationship with a fallen 

world as well.            

 In the third temptation, the Devil tempts Jesus by quoting not one, but two verses of 

scripture.  What does this say about the relationship between the Word of God and the 

believer?  It should shock us into seeing that simply being able to quote scripture does not 

guarantee a correct position, nor does it guarantee that we are quoting it faithfully.  The question 

here for us is not whether we are able to quote scripture to support our position or doctrine.  We 

need to ask ourselves instead if we are approaching scripture the same way that Jesus entered the 

wilderness….. led by the Spirit.          

 At this point, I must confess…..your pastor has not been entirely truthful with you this 

morning.  You see Jesus didn’t use scripture to resist temptation…..he let it use him.  Being led 

by the Spirit, Jesus gained the strength he needed to resist temptation and to stay true to his 

calling.  I’m not sure what you have vowed to give up during this season of Lent, and I’m not 

sure what you have vowed to do during this season of Lent.  But whether you have or you 

haven’t vowed anything, please allow me to make a helpful suggestion.  Pick up that 

Bible…..pick it up and read wherever you feel called to read…..but before you do…..pray.  Pray 

and ask for the Holy Spirit to lead you into the Word the way that Jesus was led into the 
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wilderness.  Pray and ask that you may be strengthened the way that Jesus was.  Pray and ask not 

that you may use the Word, but that it may change you and use you.  And drawing strength from 

this living Word, who knows what amazing things a regular, ordinary person such as you and I 

can do…..to not only resist temptation and combat evil, but also to help God’s kingdom come.  

Thanks be to God we don’t have merely a ring at our disposal, we have something much more 

powerful and amazing. Blessings to each one of you on your Lenten journeys.  Amen.   

  

  


